
PSYCHOLOGY LEARNING LADDER

If you wish to discover the science behind why we think the way we do, 
how we feel the way we do, why we behave the way we do and the 

interaction between all these three aspects of being human, then 
Psychology may be the subject for you. 

YEAR

12

YEAR

13

Designing Surveys and 
Experiments

Social Psychology
Milgram’s infamous 
“Shock” experiment

Short term memory vs 
long term memory

Why we cannot rely on eye 
witness testimonies

Explaining phobias 
Social in�uences on 

learning including role 
of the media

Data analysis using 
statistical tests

Exam skill focus

How can we explain 
prejudice?

Neurons, synapses and 
recreational drugs

Are there structural di�erences in 
the brains of murderers?

Childhood 
developmental 

disorders:
Autism

Issues & Debates in 
Psychology

Reinforcing year 12 
maths content & 
exam technique

How are mental disorders 
classi�ed into “types”?

Diagnosis of mental illness 
and issues surrounding this

Neurochemical and 
genetic basis of mental 

illness

Revision and preparation 
for summer 

examinations

Mental disorders 
and diagnosis

Clinical Research methods

Case studies of people with 
memory loss (amnesia) 

Psychology and Dementia

Navigating Teams 
for Independent 

Learning

Brain structure and function 
and aggression

Understanding PET scans and 
fMRI scans

Social 
Psychology

Introduction 
to year 13

Study Skills

Case studies
of deprivation 

and human 
resilience

Attachment
in

Infancy

Clinical 
Psychology

Bio 
Psychology

Theories 
about

How we
Learn

Key issues
in

Psychology

Freud’s
theory of 

personality

What you will learn in Year 13
In Year 13 students will continue to study factors that 

contribute to making us who we are, ranging from 
biological in�uences, such as genetics, through to our 

experiences in childhood and the in�uence of our culture 
and the social world within which we all live. Some of the 
topics covered in the second year of the course may raise 
issues that could become personally distressing to some 

individuals, e.g.; treatment of mental disorders. If you think 
you will be a�ected, we advise you to consider this before 
choosing to study this course. There is greater emphasis is 

on applying knowledge and understanding rather than just 
acquiring knowledge, thereby developing students’ 
transferable skills of analysis, evaluation and critical 

thinking for beyond A-level. 

What you will learn in Year 12
During year 12 students study four 

di�erent topic areas called 
“approaches to understanding” 

people.  An important skill you will 
learn is how to evaluate con�icting 
theories about the topics you cover, 

and the studies that support, or 
challenge, them. You will learn how 
to collect and analyse data, as well 

as using many other essential 
scienti�c research methods.

Cognitive Behaviour 
Antipsychotic drug 

treatment

Choose one out of the follow-
ing three disorders to study in 

addition to Schizophrenia:
Depression

OCD
Anorexia Nervosa

Annual A-level 
Psychology 
Conference

Schizophrenia 
causes and 
therapies

Revision

Cognitive
Behaviour

Cognitive
Psychology

Culture & gender bias
Ethics in research.
Nature Vs Nurture

JUNE

MAY/JUNE

MOCK EXAMS

JANUARY

TIMED QUESTIONS

MOCK EXAMS

REVIEW OF PRACTICAL
RESEARCH INVESTIGATIONS

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

YEAR

12 CLICK ON EITHER YEAR BUTTONS TO TAKE YOU TO AN IN-DEPTH LEARNING JOURNEY FOR THAT YEAR 
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