




















Sixth Form visit to  
the Apollo Theatre

Sixth Form Theatre Trip to the Apollo: A Powerful 
Performance of Punch

On Thursday 13th November, Mrs Sharp and I 
had the pleasure of taking a group of Sixth Form 
students to the Apollo Theatre on Shaftesbury 
Avenue to see the powerful and deeply poignant 
play Punch.

The production explores the devastating 
consequences of a single punch — how one 
moment, one action, and one decision can 
change lives forever. Based on a true story, 
Punch delivers an emotional message that 
resonated strongly with us all. While the trip 
supported students’ A Level Drama studies, it 
also left each of us reflecting on the importance 
of choices and the lasting impact they can have.

The staging was thoughtful and inventive, 
the acting compelling throughout, and the 
technical elements added real depth to the 
performance. It was a superb example of 
theatre used to educate, challenge, and inspire.

And of course — add in a stop at McDonald’s — 
and you have all the ingredients for a thoroughly 
enjoyable and memorable afternoon out.

A huge thank you to the students for their 
enthusiasm and to the Apollo Theatre for such 
a powerful production.

By Mr S Ross

What have Drama been up to this term?
Year 7 began their drama journey at Great Marlow School by exploring the Introduction to Drama 
Scheme of Work, which introduces the students practically to the 12 basic skills needed when creating 
drama.  They have worked in groups, making new friends and finding their confidence with such ease, 
demonstrating their skill and talent in the Arts and their respect and enjoyment for the subject. The 
students have made an incredible start to the year, and we are looking forward to seeing what they get 
up to next term.
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Year 8 have travelled back in time to the era of the Ancient Greeks.  Where drama first began, in huge 
amphitheater’s performed to the Gods.  Over the past term Year 8 students have taken on the role of a Greek 
Chorus, wearing masks and performing Diphyragms, whilst using the stories of Oedipus and Pandora’s Box 
to develop their understanding of this historic drama style.  All classes have demonstrated a strong start to 
their year 8 studies and are proving that they can be creative and inspiring with their practical work.

Year 9 have studied a play ‘Bang out of Order’ this term, where the students have used the Verbatim 
script to deliver some incredible practical performances.  Tasks have been set on and off text around 
the themes and characters within the play to allow the students to explore the play at greater depth.  
This has been a good introduction of GCSE content for the students, which they have responded well 
to.  They are currently working on a devising topic where they are to create their own performance 
work based on 1 of 4 stimuli.  Again, this mirrors a component of our current GCSE Drama course, 
so we are pleased to see that the students are enjoying the step up from Year 8 and stretching their 
skill set in their lessons.

Oscars in Drama – Celebrating 
Outstanding Achievement

We are delighted to launch our brand-new Oscars in Drama initiative!

Each half term, the Drama Department nominates one exceptional 
student from every year group to receive our very own Drama Oscar — a 
celebration of effort, creativity, teamwork, and outstanding contribution 
to Drama lessons.

Our winners are proudly showcased on the Oscars Display Board in E10, 
where their achievements can inspire others throughout the year.

Each winner receives a postcard home and a Headteacher’s Award in 
recognition of their hard work and dedication.

We hope this new initiative becomes a popular and motivating incentive 
for our Drama students — celebrating not only performance talent, but 
also enthusiasm, teamwork, resilience, and classroom commitment.

Congratulations to all our Oscar winners — we can’t wait to see who 

earns a place on the board next half term!

By Mr S Ross

Autumn Term 1 Winners

•	 Year 7: Emilia Ayland

•	 Year 8: Elliott Christiansen

•	 Year 9: Izzy Nicholson

•	 Year 10: Natalia Kearey

•	 Year 11: Ivo Chamberlin

Autumn Term 2 Winners

•	 Year 7: Uliana Polino

•	 Year 8: Sebastian Bullock

•	 Year 9: Celtie Bater

•	 Year 10: Jack O’Reily

•	 Year 11: Alice Farrow
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A BUSY TERM IN GEOGRAPHY

The start to this academic has been a busy one for the 

Geography department, hitting the ground running 

with trips, revision and open evenings. 

Revision sessions

This term we have seen the reintroduction of Mr. 
Pendlebury’s Masterclass session which runs on Thursdays 
from 7.15. We have always been so impressed with 
how many students arrive at such an early hour for this 
session. The students love the sessions and get so much 
from them, they keep coming back! 

We have also seen the launch of Mrs Messenger’s ‘Power 
Hour’ on Tuesday’s afterschool. This has also been 

very well attended and we are really pleased with the 
dedication students have shown to their studies. These 
sessions have looked at skills and Paper 1 case studies, all 
helping to fully prepare students for their January mocks. 
At the beginning of next term, we will be announcing 
who has won the award for highest attendance, so keep 
an eye on Instagram to see the winner. 

These sessions will continue into January. 

 

Open evening 
This term saw 2 open evenings- year 6 and 6th form 

opening evening. Both were very well attended, and 

we had some excellent helpers so we just wanted to 

take this opportunity to say thank you so much for 

being so brilliant. They talked passionately about 

the subject and were able to answer a wide range 

of questions from the prospective parents and 

students. They were a real credit to the department 

and the school. We enjoyed getting the chance to 

meet the potential new students as well as talking 

to our current year 11s about their chance to study 

Geography at A-Levels, we look forward to seeing who 

will be coming to GMS!

July Conference

The Global Citizenship Conference, held at Sir William 
Borlase Grammar School on Wednesday 16th July, was a 
valuable opportunity for students to explore global issues 
identified by the United Nations through the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

There were 
7 Year 12 
G e o g r a p h y 
students in 
a t t e n d a n c e , 
a c c o m p a n i e d 
by Miss Ashby 
and Miss Miles. 
The themes 

of the conference are central to our A Level Geography 
course including climate change, human rights, social 
inequalities and global governance. 

This year’s theme was “Envisioning 2050”. Students were 

required to prepare a video presentation outlining the 
scale of a global challenge and to suggest strategies 
to mitigate against the challenge on the global scale. 
Options included political governance, healthcare, 
education, energy or the legal system. In true Geog Squad 
fashion, GMS elected to present the scale of the global 
energy crisis as the focus of their video presentation. In 
addition to this, students were able to network with a 
series of guest speakers from a range of industries and 
backgrounds.

Well done to the following Y12 students. You spoke with 
confidence and integrity as ambassadors to GMS and 
indeed local and global society! The Geog Squad are very 
proud of our Geog Squad Seniors: 

•	 Millie Giles 12H2
•	 Matthew Van Romburgh 12E1
•	 Will Clayton 12K1 
•	 Florence Owen 12H2 
•	 Coco Killington 12K1
•	 Eddie Black 12K2
•	 Harry Sheffield 12K1

Year 10 upcoming trips 

As part of our GCSE Geography course, the Examination 
Board requires that the school offers students the 
opportunity to gain direct experience of undertaking 
both physical & human geography fieldwork away from 
the classroom. For the year 10s this is coming up very 

soon and we have a new look physical trip for them.

Physical Fieldwork trip – Amersham – April 2026  

Students will carry out fieldwork 
to investigate changes in river 
channel characteristics along 
the course of the river including 
a quantitative measure of 
discharge and qualitative 
fieldwork methods to consider 
landforms such as meanders. 







The Science department has enjoyed the first term 
of this academic year, welcoming our budding new 
scientists in Year 7 and challenging our existing 
ones through the GCSE course and beyond.

We continue to deliver practical and theory lessons with all years and 
enjoy exploring the students’ curiosity for the subject and seeing them 
grow in confidence each day.

This term has seen many practical opportunities.

•	 Heart dissection, 

•	 Enzyme stop-motion,

•	 Properties of electrical circuits,

•	 Burning Magnesium

•	 Combustion

•	 Density

•	 Food tests

•	 Endothermic/exothermic reactions, 

•	 Crystallisation

•	 Van der Graaff (static charge!)

•	 Hooke’s law

•	 Reaction time

•	 Making parachutes

•	 Daphnia heart rate & temperature (ALevel Biology), 

•	 Making Esters (ALevel Chemistry)

•	 Internal resistance and EMF (ALevel Physics)

•	 And many, many more!

We truly appreciate the generosity of financial support 
shown by the parent and carer community recently 
that will aid us in continuing to offer a plethora of 
investigations with all year groups – Thank you all!

Science Competitions

The beginning of the year saw the students participating in the Jeans 4 Genes scavenger 
hunt launched and implemented by the Science Department.

The first-place winners were;

•	 Niyya (8H3)
•	 Erin (10E1)

Our Next STEM event

Wiring a house – Build your house with the Design & 
Technology team, learn how to wire it in science!

Keep an eye out for promotional posters next term!

By the Science Department

KS3 SCIENCE CLUB - “WHO 
KILLED MR MAGUIRE”?

KS3 students were invited to 
attend a two-session event 
to complete a variety of 
forensic tests to determine 
the killer of Mr Maguire.

Please do not worry – 
this was fictional and 
no staff were harmed in 
the making of the event!

Students carried out; 
Fingerprint comparisons, 
Blood type determination 
tests, Chromatography, 
Flame tests and more.

Trusting the science and 
evidence provided they 
identified the killer!

Science



TRIP TO LONDON STOCK EXCHANGE GROUP, ST PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL, BANK OF ENGLAND MUSEUM

The Statistics Department had taken 34 students to London to learn about 
the Bank of England’s history and role in the economy.

As students were going into London we had taken the opportunity to visit 
the Bank of England museum and St Paul’s cathedral and Smithfield market. 
There was plenty of learning with a mix of history, RE and Statistics.

Students learned about the diamond district, the significance of the 
Metropolitan line.

We had initially stopped off at the London Stock Exchange Group. Students 
in Y11 are currently doing a Stocks Competition, where they have researched 
and invested in upto 5 companies. We are tracking these and a winner will be 
announced before the Christmas break. This therefore linked to their learning 
in lesson - they were taught about its origins and how it has all changed over 
time. The original stock exchange was also learned about and also seen.

At the BOE museum students learned about the history and importance 
of its role. Students are taught about inflation and GDP in the GCSE course 
and were able to see how this is necessary to understand and required all 
through life.

St Paul’s cathedral had a small museum downstairs which gave students an 
insight into its history and architecture, we were also lucky enough to have 
a small World War 2 exhibition to visit behind the cathedral which students 
enjoyed.

Overall a thoroughly enjoyed day by students and a well 
rounded experience full of learning.

By Ms A Bansal

Com
m

unity N
ew

s
Statistics

MARLOW FM: UPDATE AND GROWING OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG PRESENTERS

Marlow FM have had a busy second half of the year with outside broadcasts 
at Heathfest, Marlow Carnival the Red Kite Ride and more recently the Marlow 
Christmas Light Switch on and Late Night Shopping events.

We have had another GMS teacher join the Marlow FM crew alongside Mr 
Stuart Ross (Drama) and Mrs Lisa BHA (English) with Mr Dave Chapman 
(Media) recently joining Stuart’s Thursday breakfast club.

Stuart said ‘’I am incredibly proud to now present two shows on Marlow FM 
— ‘Stuart on Sunday’ and the ‘Thursday Breakfast Club’. Both programmes 
continue to go from strength to strength, with Stuart on Sunday in 
particular becoming a vibrant platform for student voices. We were fully 
booked from June right through to December, and I am now opening 
bookings for January to March’’.

One of the real highlights of the Stuart on Sunday show this year was the 











H
ouse N

ew
s

The Autumn term marked an energetic start to the 
2025–26 House competition, with our House Leaders, Mr 
Bradley, Mr Pightling and Mr Yasin, launching the year’s 
events with enthusiasm and strong competitive spirit.

This year, our House Leaders continue to work closely with whole-school 
competitions, ensuring they link meaningfully to our House points 
system (e.g., Jeans4Genes, Model UN). This alignment helps strengthen 
the culture of healthy competition across the school.

In October, students attended the termly House assemblies, where they 
were updated on upcoming competitions and encouraged to embrace 
the House spirit. 

Our Gothic Writing Competition invited students from KS3 to KS5 to 
craft their own short stories. Congratulations to this term’s winners: 

Y7 : 	 1st Alexandra Rayner 7H3 

	 2nd Rico Adami 7H3 

	 3rd Aliya Hussain 7H3 

Y8: 	 1st Piper Holliday 8E1 

	 2nd Abigail Moggridge 8H1 

	 3rd Memphis McRoberts 8K2 

Y9: 	 1st Alima Hussain 

Y10: 	 1st Darcey Mcneil 10E2 

	 2nd Shannon Chaunan 10E2 

KS5: 	 1st Ava Salinas 12k1 

By Mr A Bradbury

OVERALL RESULTS SO FAR

The House competition is talon-
tinglingly tight, with only 300 
points separating first and third 
place! All eyes now turn to the 
annual Form Christmas Quiz 
on the last day of term. Will Mr 
Bradley’s Eagles claw their way 
off the bottom perch? Can Mr 
Pightling’s Hawks keep a firm 
grip on their lead? Or will Mr 
Yasin’s Kites catch an updraft 
and soar into first place?

Only time will tell!

1st: Kites 59,555 points

2nd: Hawks 59,559 points

3rd: Eagles 59,259 points

learning. There is no pressure and no prior experience 
needed, just bring your curiosity and enthusiasm. It’s 
the perfect opportunity to challenge friends, improve 
your skills, and sharpen your thinking in a supportive 
environment.

Chess is an incredible activity that helps develop focus, 
problem-solving abilities, resilience, and creativity, but 
above all, it’s great fun. Many of our players say that 
the club has helped them 
build confidence and make 
new friends, and they have 
enjoyed becoming a part of 
the team. Join us and discover 
what chess can bring to your 
life!

By Mrs D Simon







I can hardly believe we have already completed the first term of 
Year 8. The cohort has made an excellent start to the year, meeting 
new challenges with readiness and resilience. Many students have 

commented on the increased level of challenge this year, and 
it has been wonderful to see them embracing opportunities to stretch 

themselves both in lessons and in preparation for assessments.

FOGMS DISCO

It was lovely to see so many students at the end-of-term disco. They danced the night away and, when 
they weren’t singing or showing off their moves, they were supporting the Young Enterprise groups with 
glitter, face paint and inflatables. My apologies to our local neighbours for the enthusiastic singing!

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

As always, Year 8 continue to involve themselves in a wide range of extra-curricular activities. With rowing 
introduced this year, we saw one of our biggest ever uptakes of students keen to train and compete 

BARNES Huxley 7K1

BRAIN Phoenix 7K1

BUDKO Masha 7K1

CLEERE Emily 7K1

EDKINS Martha 7K1

EDWARDS Archie 7K1

EKORNROD Odin 7K1

FITCH Freddie 7K1

FLINT Louis 7K1

HYDE Olive 7K1

KERR Toby 7K1

LIGGINS Kian 7K1

MASON Emily 7K1

NAVA Hazel 7K1

O'CONNOR Gabriella 7K1

RAO Yuj 7K1

STEWART Ewan 7K1

WALLS Leylani 7K1

WRIGHT Ella 7K1

ADAMS Thea 7K2

BIGGS Leo 7K2

BRAIN Sienna 7K2

CARR April 7K2

CHAUHAN Jiya 7K2

DONOHUE Niamh 7K2

HALDANE Asta 7K2

HOPPS Ruby 7K2

HUNTER Annabel 7K2

HUSSAIN 
Muhammad-Ali 7K2

LEE Florence 7K2

LEISK Harrison 7K2

MCNEIL Layla 7K2

MUZZAMMIL Aaryz 7K2

NDOCI Elizabeth 7K2

OLIVIER Keegan 7K2

PANNELL Bertie 7K2

SHAW Ruby 7K2

SIEK Nicolas 7K2

STAROLAD Ivan 7K2

STEVENS Daniel 7K2

STURGESS Renee 7K2

ALVES BAGGIO 
Raffaella 7K3

BRESLAND Lois 7K3

BROWNE Ernest 7K3

BYRNE Luke 7K3

COOMBER Isla 7K3

DUNSTALL Ruby 7K3

EVERETT-READING 
Oliver 7K3

GOODACRE Oliver 7K3

HALL Thomas 7K3

HANDLEY Ryan 7K3

HUGHES Axel 7K3

JAMES Dougie 7K3

LONG Georgie 7K3

LOWDON Hallam 7K3

MANNERING Eliza 7K3

MCCORMACK Tilly 7K3

MILTON Jack 7K3

NAWAZ Aisha 7K3

ROBERTS Bella 7K3

SILVA Claudia 7K3

TASSI Freya 7K3

TRIM Megan 7K3

VELLA VALLETTA 
Gianni 7K3

WHITE Tabitha 7K3
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It is inspiring to see so many students taking responsibility for their own progress, and 
in response to this dedication, additional sessions are now being offered to ensure 
every student has the opportunity to reach their potential. Some students are even 
staying after school every day to revise, which is a real testament to their determination 
and hard work.

CAREERS ADVICE

Beyond academics, Year 11 are beginning to actively plan for their futures. Many 
attended the Sixth Form Open Evening, exploring a wide range of options for post-16 
study, and are already thinking carefully about the paths that best suit their strengths 
and interests. One-to-one careers meetings have also started, allowing each student to 
discuss their aspirations and receive tailored guidance to help them take the next steps 
with confidence.

YEAR 11 PREFECTS

Our prefects have been a real credit to the year group, providing invaluable support 
around the school and doing an outstanding job during the Year 6 Open Evening. Year 
11 students are also taking leading roles in extra-curricular activities, helping to inspire 
and support younger students while developing their own skills. Sporting fixtures in 
rugby, football, hockey, netball, and rowing have been going very well, with students 
showing commitment, teamwork, and great sportsmanship.

PROGRESS REVIEW

Academically, the majority of students are stepping up and taking more responsibility 
for their learning. While most are making excellent progress, a few are still a little slow 
on the uptake, and I encourage them to fully engage with the opportunities available 
so they do not fall behind. The effort many students are putting into revision outside of 
school hours is fantastic to see and will undoubtedly pay off in the months ahead.

I am incredibly proud to work with this year group. Their resilience, enthusiasm, and 
willingness to support each other and the wider school community are truly remarkable. 
It is a privilege to witness their growth, both academically and personally, and I am 
confident that they will continue to rise to the challenges ahead with determination 
and pride.

By Mr S Taylor

Director of Learning Year 11

Congratulations to 
all Year 11 students 

who have been 
recognised by their 
teachers as having 

a consistently 
“excellent” attitude 

towards learning 
in ALL subjects 

and lessons. These 
students have 

gone above and 
beyond in their 

approach to learning 
and awarded as 

such – Well done 
and thank you!

Let me begin by wishing you all a wonderful 
festive period this coming break. 

Year 11 have had an excellent start to the term, 
demonstrating maturity, focus, and a real commitment 
to their learning. Revision sessions have been running 
exceptionally well, with outstanding attendance and 
fantastic support from parents. 











PE YEAR 9 FOOTBALL - A SEASON OF PROMISE AND PROGRESS
The Year 9 boys football team has enjoyed an exciting and highly competitive season so far, showing real quality 
and depth across both cup competitions and friendly fixtures.

In the County Cup, the team has performed superbly and is currently through to the quarter-finals. Their cup 
run has been highlighted by two dominant victories: an emphatic 13–1 win against Highcrest, followed by a 
strong 3–1 success over Walton High. These results showcased not only the team’s attacking strength but also 
their growing confidence and cohesion on the pitch.

Several individual performances have stood out during this run. Mason Borrey has excelled in his new role in 
central midfield, bringing energy, drive, and dynamism to the heart of the team. Fin Andrew has impressed 
with his creative flair, consistently unlocking defences and linking play effectively. Toby Wilde has also been 
a key contributor, demonstrating excellent versatility by performing confidently in several different positions 
when called upon.

In the National Cup, the team were unfortunate to be knocked out by Bradfield College. Despite dominating 
much of the match, they were denied by an outstanding performance from the opposition goalkeeper, who 
made numerous crucial saves to keep Bradfield in the contest and ultimately secure their progression.

Outside of cup competitions, the squad has taken part in a series of friendly fixtures against local schools. A 
closely fought match against John Hampden ended in a narrow defeat, while a positive victory against Cressex 
provided further momentum. These fixtures were particularly valuable, as they offered many students the 
opportunity to represent the school and gain important match experience.

Looking ahead to after Christmas, the team will be aiming to carry their strong form into the latter stages of the 
County Cup, with the clear ambition of regaining the title. With commitment, talent, and teamwork already on 
display, the future looks very bright for this Year 9 side. 

By Mr A Higgins

YEAR 10 AND 11FOOTBALL

The Autumn Term has been a productive one 
for both the Year 10 and Year 11 football 
teams, with a number of competitive fixtures 
helping players develop and gain valuable 
match experience. While Year 10 continued to 
build steadily across the term, the standout 
performances came from the Year 11 squad.

Year 10 fixtures provided important learning opportunities, with the team showing 
growing organisation and teamwork as the term progressed. These matches have laid 
strong foundations for the group moving forward.

The highlight of the Autumn Term was an outstanding performance from the Year 11 
team against Amersham School. The match was played at a high level, with Year 11 
demonstrating maturity, intensity and excellent defensive discipline throughout. 
Their ability to control the game and respond to pressure reflected the experience and 
leadership within the team.

Defensively, Jay Reeson was exceptional at centre-back, leading the back line with 
composure and authority. His reading of the game, tackling and organisation were key to 
the team’s strong performance. Behind him, Logan Carter delivered an excellent display 
in goal, making a number of important saves and providing a calm, reliable presence 
from the goalkeeper position.

Overall, the Autumn Term has been a positive one for Year 10 and 11 football. With Year 
11 producing such a high-quality performance against Amersham School, and strong 
individual displays at the heart of the defence and in goal, the teams are well placed to 
continue building momentum as the season progresses.

By Mr H Magnay

GIRLS FOOTBALL

U15 Girls’ - A Season 
Built on Positivity, Effort 
and Pure Enjoyment

Reflecting on this season with the U15 Girls 
Football Team, I couldn’t be prouder of what this 
group has achieved. With only two students—our 
footballing superstars Liv and Lucy—having 
experience of competitive football outside of 
school, we knew from the outset that our strengths 
would need to be built around what we could 
control: positivity and effort. And throughout the 
season, the students demonstrated these qualities 
in abundance.

From the first whistle to the last, the squad 
embraced a tenacious, hard-working style of play, 
breaking up opposition attacks with determination 
and refusing to shy away from challenges. Their 
ability to stay focused, enthusiastic and resilient 
became the heartbeat of the team.

When space did open up, Liv and Lucy were quick 
to capitalise—peppering opposition goalkeepers 
with powerful, accurate shots from range. Their 
confidence and quality in front of goal added a real 
attacking threat and lifted the team’s overall play.

Across our three league fixtures, the girls more 
than held their own. We opened with a narrow 
defeat to a highly organised and technically strong 
Pipers Corner side, followed by a well-earned 
draw against Wycombe High. The highlight, 
however, was a fantastic win in the local derby 
versus Sir William Borlase—a performance that 
perfectly showcased the team’s spirit, energy and 
togetherness.

These results may well be enough to take us 
through to the league play-offs, depending on 
final standings. But whether we progress or not, 
this season has been a powerful reminder of what 
can be achieved when students bring the right 
attitude to training and competition. The fun, 
progress and sense of team identity that emerged 
throughout the campaign have been genuinely 
inspiring.

I’m incredibly proud of every player who pulled 
on the shirt this season. Their commitment to 
learning, improving and enjoying the game has 
made this a truly memorable experience.

By Mr S Goodright





thought they would run away with the victory again 
however GMS showed how much they have progressed 
since last year and scored two quick tries, thanks to 
Farid and Carter. Both teams traded tries, including one 
outstanding try from the outside Centre of Claires Court, 
but this player still wasn’t the best on the pitch - It was a 
coming-of-age game for Kane Costello, who scored two 
brilliant solo tries. It went into the last 10 minutes and 
both teams were level. However, the deadlock could not 
be broken, and it ended up a draw. Both sets of supporters 
agreed it was a sensational game. Some parents said it was 
the best GMS team they had seen.

GMS went on to become an unstoppable force. As a 
season progressed THE team got better and better. 
Training numbers never reduced but only increased. The 
performance of the season came against John Hampden 
which was a rerun of last year’s final. GMS were ruthless 
winning the game comfortably outstanding performances 
came from Lucas Hodgson, Nicholas Tomasik and Jude 
Reeson. GMS did not take their foot off the gas in the week 
of rugby at Marlow Rugby club between the two Marlow 
schools, putting in another stellar performance, beating 
Borlase, 60-10. It was another sensational performance 
by Fareed which was followed by a fantastic debut 
performance by Oscar Epstein who was a frighteningly 
quick runner with the ball.

The season was rounded off with a comfortable victory 
at Henry Floyd which put GMS top of the table. Another 
achievement worth mentioning is the performance at the 
Reading Blue Coat under 13s festival, which had a total 
number of 60 schools GMS again remain unbeaten in the 
tournament coming up against some historically well 
renowned rugby-playing schools. The boys were fearless 

and took 
the game 
to whatever 
opposi t ion 
was put in 

front of them. The tournament was also a coming-of-age 
day for John Coombs-Poskitt, who made the tight head 
position his own. 

 By Mr D Jones

YU12 RUGBY 

The U12 rugby squad at Great Marlow School has enjoyed a 
remarkable term, marked by rapid development, growing 
confidence, and an impressive commitment to learning a new 
sport. With only a handful of players having any previous rugby 
experience, the team began the season as enthusiastic novices. 
By the end of term, they had evolved into a cohesive, hardworking 
group of players.

One of the standout moments of the term was the team’s 
performance at the Bluecoat U12 Festival. Competing against 
well-established rugby schools, GMS rose to the challenge with 
determination and grit. The players demonstrated significant 
improvements in their tackling technique, defensive organisation, 
and ball-handling skills. More importantly, they showed resilience, 
teamwork, and a growing understanding of the flow of the game. 

The fixtures against Furze Platt and Sir Henry Floyd provided 
further valuable experience. Against Henry Floyd, the team 
showcased their developing attacking structure, linking passes 
with increasing confidence and supporting each other effectively 
at the breakdown. The match against Furze Platt highlighted the 
squad’s defensive progress; their commitment to line speed and 
low tackling kept them competitive throughout the game.

Congratulations to all the players involved this term. 

By Mr R Pulsford

YEAR 9 RUGBY

A Season of Growth, Grit and Achievement
The Year 9 boys rugby team at Great Marlow School have 
enjoyed an exceptional season, showcasing not only 
athletic progression but an impressive development 
in their understanding of the game. Their ability to 
apply tactical awareness, strategic decision-making 
and collective discipline has been evident throughout 
the year, culminating in a well-deserved runners-
up finish in the highly competitive County Super 7 
League—falling short only to a strong JHGS side.

From the very first training session, the squad 
demonstrated a hunger to improve. As the season 

PE
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It has been an incredibly positive start to the season for the Year 9 
Netball teams, who have shown exceptional commitment, teamwork, 
and determination on and off the court. The players have been extremely 
focused on to improving all aspects of their game, from developing their 
tactical awareness to sharpening both attacking and defensive set plays. 
Their hard work is already paying off with impressive early-season results.

U14 A Team: Growing in Strength

The U14 A team has gone 
from strength to strength 
this term, showcasing 
noticeable progress in 
their through-court 
play and overall match 
strategy. We entered the 
U14 SIS National Vase 
competition. Their efforts 
have translated into a 

strong run in the SIS Cup, where they continue to perform with confidence 
and cohesion. After two excellent rounds with wins against Bradfield 
College and Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School. They have now secured a 
place in Round Three and have been drawn against Bedford Girls School 
with the next match scheduled for January; the team is eager to continue 
their journey.

Special Mentions:

•	 Ria Joseph and Ella Leslie – praised for their resilience and consistency 
in defence.

•	 Holly Peach – recognised for her outstanding accuracy and composure 
in the shooting circle. 

Year 9 B Team: Dominating Their League

The Year 9 B team has also 
enjoyed a remarkable start 
to the season. Currently 
sitting in 1st place in the 
league, they boast both 
a 100% winning streak 
and a highly positive goal 
difference. Their success is 
a reflection of the team’s 
dedication to training, 
adaptability, and excellent team spirit.

Special Mentions:

•	 Violet Brasier – celebrated for her versatility across multiple positions.

•	 Isabella Hale – commended for her consistent commitment and effort 
at training.

•	 Mya Wakley and Evie Summerfield – recognised for their resilience 
and determined defensive performances.

Year 9 teams should be incredibly proud of their achievements so far. With 
continued hard work and enthusiasm, the rest of the season looks very 
promising. Well done to all players involved!

By Miss E Boddy

Year 10
The attendance at Year 10 netball on a Monday 
evening has been very good with students 
showing dedication, commitment and a desire to 
achieve at a higher level, as they complete their 
GCSE PE courses. 

The Year 10 squad have worked hard this term on 
developing their awareness on court and working 
as units on court, as opposed to individuals. 
The A team have shown fantastic resilience and 
currently 4th in the league. This league position is 
a little disappointing, however students have had 
some extremely close games against the teams 
above them losing by very small margins. Special 
mentions must go to Lucy Apletree who has been 
extremely versatile in defence and the centre 
court, Tilda Johnson for her fantastic defending 
and super shooters Sienna Morgan and Erin Ford . 

The B team have also had several close games 
so far this year and are currently in joint 1st 
place in the league. Daisy Bennet, Emilia Tribe, 
Freya Randall and Phoebe Day-Stevens  have 
demonstrated excellent determination at training 
and in games. Freya Hobdell- Williams , Orla 
Guiness and Jemima Connor have been working 
hard on their defensive play. Bella Barber and 
Grace Collier have worked on becoming more 
consistent when shooting within games. 

The Year 11 squad have also worked hard on 
keeping possession against more physical 
competition, and success from centre pass to 
goal. The A team have had a fantastic start to the 
season and currently are in 2nd in the league. 
Yasmin Warnes and Erin Anstiss have been an 
unstoppable force in attack linking up with 
shooters Emily Phipps and Sienna Morgan. The 
B team currently sit in 2nd place, most recently 
taking a convincing win over SWR. Captain Lottie 
Shaw has demonstrated brilliant leadership skills, 
and has made good progress resulting in some 
gameplay for the A team.

Thank you to our KS4 and 
KS5 sports leaders who 
have assisted with coaching 
and umpiring throughout 
the term, we couldn’t do it 
without you- Sienna Morgan, 





HOCKEY

U12 Girls

The Under 12 girls’ hockey teams have had a fantastic start to 
the season, showing impressive teamwork, communication, 
determination, and resilience in every match they’ve played. 
Their positive attitude both on and off the pitch has helped 
them grow as individuals and as a squad.

Across the term, the girls have secured several well-deserved 
wins. A particular highlight was the A team’s outstanding 
victory over Godolphin and Latymer School last week – a 
match that showcased their growing confidence and strong 

tactical play. Both the A and B teams have worked incredibly hard to develop 
their skills, demonstrating commitment during training sessions and carrying 
that progress into competitive fixtures.

The teams have enjoyed a busy match schedule, taking on 
opponents such as Chesham Grammar and Pipers Corner 
School. Each game has provided valuable experience, 
helping the girls strengthen their understanding of the 
game and continue improving every week.

There have been many impressive individual efforts, with 
standout performances from Tilly McCormack, Summer 

Parrett, Pip Brazier, Emilia Ayland, Immy Gill, and Chloe Whiting. 
Their energy, skill, and sportsmanship have been excellent examples to the 
whole squad.

Well done to all the players for a brilliant term so far. We look forward to 
seeing their continued progress and enthusiasm as the season goes on!

By Miss E Wheelean 

ELITE NETBALL PARTNERSHIP
Great Marlow School has been delighted to partner with Elite Netball this academic 
year, a collaboration that has had a very positive impact on the school’s netball 
programme. An experienced Elite Netball coach, Lisa Antiss, has worked with 
students across all year groups, delivering high-quality sessions that have developed 
both technical skills and game understanding in a fun, inclusive environment.

Key attacking and defensive principles have been embedded throughout the 
programme, creating a consistent playing style that has also supported the 1st 
Team squad. Elite Netball has additionally provided valuable CPD opportunities 
for staff, sharing fresh ideas and practical strategies to enhance netball delivery in 
both lessons and extra-curricular sessions.

As a result, participation and performance across netball have continued to grow, 
with improved league results and strong progress in the Sisters in Sport competition. 
The partnership has boosted confidence, teamwork and enthusiasm for the sport, 
and the school looks forward to continuing this successful collaboration in the 
future.

Thank you Elite Netball and Lisa for all your hard work with the students this term. 
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Row
ing

Henley Sculling Head

The last Saturday of the half term break saw 
GMSBC out in force, competing in their first public 
competition of the academic year. Conditions were 
wet and windy and particularly challenging in the 
morning division.There was plenty of competition 
with the top local clubs as well as numerous 
independent schools making up over 450 crews 
racing.

 While we had no outright wins all crews performed 
admirably and the year 9 crews coped very well 
in challenging conditions with the top boys crew 
coming second in their event. Both the girls and 
boys J15 4x+( Year 10)  had solid performances 
coming 4th and 5th respectively , with Ethan Taylor 
coming 4th in his single.

The year 11 up boys all did singles or doubles with 
some strong results but most notable was Valere 
Ivers Dreux, Archie Gentry and Euan Speare who 
came 3rd , 4th and 5th in their singles event all very 
close together.

Probably the top performance was the J16 girls 
coxless quad who came a very close second behind 
Henley’s top quad , particularly as a light crew into 
a head wind.

A good days racing with encouraging results

Junior Fours Head

Another busy weekend for GMSBC saw four crews racing on 
Friday at the Junior Fours Head and then two more racing 
on Saturday at Pangbourne.

Friday saw the first ever Junior Fours Head Race over the 
Championship course on the Tideway in London. This is the 
first “National”  Race of this academic year and a chance to 
see how the squad is developing. The weather was not ideal 
with a steady rain making conditions cold, but at least the 
wind was minimal.

Both Boys crews gave strong performances in high class 
fields with the senior boys four coming 9th and the year 
11 boys quad placing 5th.  The girls top quad had been 
suffering from slight illness earlier in the week and was a 
very young crew with two year 11s on board, so their result 
was a solid performance in a large field. Our year 11 girls 
quad were on the water for longest starting 254th , which 
meant they had to endure the poor weather and chilly 
conditions far longer. In fact by the time they were back at 
the trailer the rest of the squad were almost back in Marlow. 
Despite this, the girls were full of excitement having felt 
good about their race and the undoubted camaraderie, 
and good humour in this crew is a force in itself. 

A very positive first trip to London for this season.

On Saturday, the year 10 girls , who were not allowed to 
race in the Friday race, were invited back to Pangbourne 
for a private match.

The Four was very much stronger than their opposition 
in the timetrial so raced a boys crew in the side by side 
stage which was a close race. The double also beat the 
Pangbourne four, but were just a few seconds slower than 
their main opposition.

Another successful trip, and we were very grateful to 
Pangbourne for inviting us back.

Wallingford fours 
and eights head
On Sunday Great Marlow took four eights and a four to this 
top-class race. Wallingford have not been able to run it for 
the last couple of years due to high river conditions, but it 
was great to be back at this fantastic race. The line up reads 
a bit like the who’s who of British Rowing, particularly in the 
junior section. Oxford Brookes and Oxford University were 
both out in force as it is their home stretch. The Junior crews came from St Pauls, Eton, Radley and Shiplake St Edwards Headington amongst 
others.

Virtually all our crews had at least half the boat with students rowing up at least one year group and so with very young crews we were hoping 
for good relative positions rather than outright wins. In the Morning Division we race a J18( year 13) boys eight and a WJ16 (year 11) girls eight. 
Both crews putting in a strong performance but the WJ16 crew possibly the better relatively with 6th Position. In the afternoon , we had wj18 
eight and J16 boys eight and then a J18 four. All  had good rows with the two boy’s crews coming 10th and 9th in their events.

What was also very exciting to see was so many ex-students performing for their clubs, obviously a lot for Marlow. Ruth Rackstraw, Anna 
Bradley, Erin Huddleston, Charlotte Greening, Noah Grottrup to name a few. However top prize, literally, went to Sal Dunn who was rowing at 
2 in the Oxford Brookes first eight that unsurprisingly won the head overall.

Crews

J18 8+ Theo Harper, Valere Ivers-Dreux, Euan Speare, Connor Quann, Archie Gentry, Dima Polino, Luke Quann, Ralph Hill, Jamie Watson
WJ16 8+ Chiara Broadbent, Lily Powell, Lily Nickless, Gabi Loginova, Edee Summers, Rugile Baniulaityte, Liv Eggington, Ivy Tompkins, Claudia 
Stewart
J16 8+ Chiara Broadbent, Dima Polino, Luke Quann, Ralph Hill, Jamie Watson, Tommy Pitwell, Ed Downing, Austin Begley, Ethan Taylor
WJ18 8+ Chloe Wilson, Kayla Shillito, Georgina Greening,  Gabi Loginova, Elise Whyte, Chloe Sheppard, Olivia Griffiths, Evie Weston, Nancy 
Griffith
J18 4+ Theo Harper, Valere Ivers Dreux, Euan Speare, Connor Quann, Archie Gentry




