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GCSE ART STUDENTS CONTINUE TO 
EXCEL!

We have now said goodbye to our 
Year 11 students, marking the end of 
an important chapter in their school 
journey. This year group has achieved 
some truly brilliant outcomes, all 
thanks to their hard work, creativity, 
and dedication throughout the year.

A special congratulations goes to Alana 
Princeville, who set a new school record for the 
highest number of coursework submissions. 
This is an incredible accomplishment 
and a testament to her commitment and 
determination.

We are extremely proud of everything our Year 
11 students have achieved and wish them the 
very best of luck in their future endeavours. We 
are also excited to welcome some of them back 
next year as they continue their studies on our 
A-level courses.

Meanwhile, our 
Year 10 students 
are continuing 
to work hard on 
their food and 
d r i n k - t h e m e d 
c o u r s e w o r k 
project. They have 
already completed 
all of the teacher-
led workshops, 
i n c l u d i n g 
papercut, 3D 
work, watercolour, 

acrylic, lino print, oil pastel, and mixed media, 
to name just a few.

We have already seen some fantastic and 
inspiring work produced, and expectations 
are high for this talented group. Students are 
currently in the development stage of their 
projects. This is where their creativity really 
begins to shine as they explore different ideas, 
experiment with techniques, and develop 
their own unique artistic styles. By studying 
and drawing inspiration from other artists 
and contextual sources, they are growing 
in confidence and becoming increasingly 
independent as young artists.

By the end of this academic year, the cohort 
will have created their first fully developed 
artwork, showcasing who they have become as 
artists and the exciting potential they have for 
the future of their artist journey. 

By Mrs A Perman
Above: By Casiana Marincu 
12K2

GCSE 3d Food & Drink

Yr 8 ‘Pun’ 
sculptures

A-level Life 
Drawing

way for students to 

take total ownership of 

their art and develop 

strong independent 

working skills.

By Mrs J Hayward
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Year 9 get creative 
with fashion!

Year 9 got creative with fabrics, designing eye-
catching red carpet and space-age outfits worthy 
of the spotlight! They also worked together to 
create outfits representing each of our school 
Houses. Can you spot them all, including our 
newest House, Falcons?

Designs: By 9H - Max, Andrew, Beaudie, 
Ryan, Ollie, Mikhail, Ella, Diya, Jake

World Cup burgers 
take centre stage!
Our Year 10 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition students 
recently put their creativity, culinary skills and knowledge to 
the test with an exciting World Cup-inspired burger challenge.

The task was simple: design and make a gourmet burger inspired 
by a nation competing in the World Cup. The results were anything 
but ordinary! Students researched the �avours and food traditions 
of their chosen countries before creating some truly imaginative 
and delicious burgers.

The variety of ideas was incredible. Brazil was represented by a 
mouth-watering gammon and coleslaw burger, while Australia 
featured the classic combination of pineapple and egg. The USA 
delivered a crowd-pleasing cheeseburger loaded with crispy 
bacon, and England celebrated the iconic Full English breakfast 
with bacon, egg and hash browns packed into a burger.

France impressed with a crispy chicken escalope burger, while 
Turkey showcased bold, aromatic spices served in a homemade 
�atbread. Belgium added a continental twist with Belgian-style 
mayonnaise and caramelised onions, and Norway stood out with 
a venison burger accompanied by a homemade berry sauce, 
inspired by traditional Nordic �avours.

Throughout the project, students demonstrated excellent practical 
skills, from preparing homemade breads and sauces to cooking 
meat safely and presenting their �nished dishes professionally. 
More importantly, they showed creativity, independence and 
a willingness to experiment with new ingredients and �avour 
combinations encompassing all of the 6R’s.

The photographs capture just a selection of the fantastic burgers 
produced. Every student rose to the challenge, and the standard 
of work was outstanding. We are incredibly proud of their e�ort, 
enthusiasm and culinary talent.

Well done, Year 10!

By Mrs H Dale
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‘The bull statue was impressive’

I liked the trip as we got to look at both History and Geography’

‘I enjoyed eating on the long benches around the castle because we could 
watch everyone walking past’ 

I enjoyed the experience because we saw the changing of the guards.

Amersham 

On Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st April we took our year 10s on the very �rst rivers trip to the river Chess in 
Chesham and Rickmansworth. This was done in collaboration with the Field studies centre in Amersham, who were 
able to provide expert advice on the �eldwork techniques, collection and analysis they would need for their Paper 
3 when they will need to discuss the �eldwork carried out. At the centre, students thought about what we are likely 
to see at the river and how the river would change as we went further downstream, we created our hypothesis 
and then put our wellies on ready to head to the river. When we got to the river, students were told how to use 
specialist equipment they had not seen (or heard of) before. The students all got into the river and measured the 
width, depth and velocity, we then created a �eld sketch of the area. This was completed at both sites, ready for us 
to compare the areas when we got back to school. Once back in school, we created graphs, developed a conclusion 
and evaluated our techniques. This was the �rst time we have worked with the �eld studies centre or gone to a river 
site, and we all agreed it was a great trip that the students learned a lot from, de�nitely a trip they will remember 
for their exam. 

Here are some of the students’ views:

‘I enjoyed getting into the river and we found some pottery’

‘We enjoyed learning outside the classroom’

‘It was a good day but we got very soggy feet’

‘An educationally fun day out’

‘Really interesting’

‘It was amazing’

‘Splish Splash’

Oxford 

On Thursday 9th July, all the year 10 
Geographers had their �nal Geography 
trip, heading to Oxford to answer 
the question ‘What evidence is there 
that Oxford has been re-developed 
successfully?’ The students started 
their day with a treasure hunt to �nd 
di�erent features around Oxford that 
show character, land use, environmental 
quality and demographics. Each group 
then headed to another site to carry 
out an environmental quality survey, 

pedestrian count and a word picture. Students were then able to go 
and explore 3 more sites and get some lunch before each class joined 
back together to evaluate our methods 
and answer our overall question. It was 
a great day for our last �eldtrip with year 
10 and we were very impressed with how 
well the students conducted themselves. 

David Day 

In the Geography department we love to use the 
teachings of Sir David Attenborough to bring our 
lessons to life and so we took the opportunity 
to celebrate his 100th birthday on May 8th. 
The department was kitted out in balloons and 
banners to celebrate, and all lessons had a Sir David 
Attenborough aspect to it. For KS3, we looked at 
the work that Sir David has carried out and what 
the importance of this is, there were quizzes, fact 
files and colouring which the students loved to 
get involved in. It was a really nice day that the 
students loved getting involved in. 
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Year 12s visit Hampton Court Palace

Our Year 12 A-level History students recently visited Hampton Court 
Palace to support their study of Tudor Foreign Policy.   During the 
visit, they explored the palace and discovered how it became a centre 
of power during the reign of Henry VIII and beyond.

A highlight of the day was an engaging 
workshop led by a Hampton Court Palace 
expert, Michael, on the Mid-Tudor Crisis. 
Using the palace as a historical source, 
students examined its architecture 
and original features to deepen their 
understanding of this pivotal period.

Students also explored Wolsey’s apartments, 
viewed paintings from the Royal Collection, 

including The Field of Cloth of Gold and The Battle of the Spurs, examined Tudor artefacts, 
and learned about the famous astronomical clock in Clock Court.

The day ended with a visit to Hampton Court’s historic kitchens, where thankfully the 
fireplaces that are usually lit were being restored.  Although, on such a hot day we would 
have truly understood at the very least the unbearable temperature that the scullions 
and turnbroaches worked in.  

By Mrs S Bullock
Head of Department

Year 9 History

At the very end of last term, Year 9 
had been given the opportunity to 
create an artefact.  The students had 
spent the half-term studying the 
Holocaust.  The students have shown 
responsibility in their lessons when 
studying such a harrowing subject.  
This was a creative opportunity 
that allowed students to produce 
a homework that they felt best 
symbolised the Holocaust.  Below 
are some examples of the fantastic 
artefacts produced.  It was a pleasure 
to mark their thoughtful and creative 
work.

By Mrs L Evans

M
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Junior Maths Challenge
This year the Junior Maths Challenge took 
place on Wednesday 29th April.

We had over 80 students voluntarily participate 
in the event.
The top scoring 50% of students receive a 
Bronze, Silver or Gold certificate.
The results are below, the maximum score is 
135.
75+ Gold Top 7% of participants
59+ Silver 
47+ Bronze
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Name Award
Toby Kerr Gold

Hazel Nava Silver

Leo Saary Silver

Logan Seed Silver

Iago Wilcocks Silver

Joseph Bryan Silver

Aiden Eustace Silver

Alessandra Gonzalez Silver

Tilly Milner Silver

Mariia Poluianko Silver

Name Award
Aaminah Alhagri Bronze

Elisa Claparede Ramos Bronze

William Clasby Bronze

Emily Cleere Bronze

Marley Harbour Bronze

Florence Lee Bronze

Kian Liggins Bronze

Mio Musella Bronze

Grace Everitt Bronze

Jaxon Jones Bronze

Sameer Riaz Bronze

Congratulations to all the 
students mentioned here.

GREAT MARLOW SCHOOL SUMMER CONCERT

On Wednesday 1 July, the Sixth Form Centre played host to Great 
Marlow School’s annual Summer Concert, showcasing the outstanding 
musical talent of students across the school.

The audience enjoyed a varied programme featuring the Junior Choir, Show Choir, Folk Group, 
Classical Group, Jazz Band and Wind Band, alongside a range of soloists and small ensembles 
performing everything from classical works and musical theatre to contemporary pop, rock and 
original compositions. Highlights included music by Adele, Oasis, Elton John, Radiohead, ABBA 
and a rousing Les Misérables medley, demonstrating the breadth and quality of music-making 
at GMS.

The evening was a wonderful celebration of creativity, collaboration and performance, with 
students performing con�dently both individually and as part of 
ensembles. Thank you to everyone who took part, as well as to Seb Bullock 
and Cameron Hankey for their support with sound, Tara Chapman for her 
work with the Show Choir, and Andrew Wright for supporting the Rock 
and Pop Bands. We are also grateful to all the families and friends who 
attended and helped make the concert such a memorable occasion.

By Mrs A Green - Head of Music

 





CHECKMATE AT PARLIAMENT! 

Year 8 Student Shines at the Houses of 
Parliament. Everyone at Great Marlow School 
is incredibly proud of Haylee Jones in Year 
8, who recently had the unique opportunity 
to play competitive chess at the Houses of 
Parliament.

Haylee was selected to take part in a friendly 

match held inside the Palace of Westminster, 
where she competed against Baroness Miller 
from the House of Lords. Displaying excellent 
skill, concentration and determination, 
Haylee won both of her games, achieving an 
outstanding 2–0 result.

Following the match, the players enjoyed a 
private tour of Parliament, giving Haylee the 
chance to experience one of Britain’s most 
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THE LIBRARY IS SO MUCH MORE THAN A SPACE FOR BOOKS!

Following Mrs Fisher’s retirement at Easter we have had a very busy 
term in the library !

Firstly, we introduced our new ‘6th Form Reading Ambassador’ initiative 
with 12 of our Year 12 students meeting up with their ‘buddy’ Key Stage 
3 students to read once a week in form time. We then ran an Empathy 
Storyboard competition with lots of fantastic entries, huge well done 
to Bea Baxter, Year 7 and Amelia Carrick, Year 8 – our overall winners.

We ran a Sponsored Readathon raising over £300 for the Read for Good 
charity and hosted a free community book swap event in Marlow at the 
end of June.

In their library lessons Year 7 have been working on some fabulous Slam Poetry and Year 8 have 
been learning all about Comprehension in texts culminating in them writing their own short 
extract and quizzing their classmates about it !

We have now said goodbye to our Year 8 classes and wish them all the best for Year 9 !

Our new Year 7’s have kindly been gifted their Summer Reading book ‘The Secret of the 
Snakestone’ from FOGMS to start reading during their transition day and over the Summer 
holidays – we look forward to meeting you all for your library lessons in September.

During our  whole school ‘Drop Everything and Read’ sessions this term, we have had a ‘First 
Chapter Friday’ and book readings from Empathy stories.

In our Sta�, Parents & Carers Book Club we have read some fantastic novels including Yesteryear 
and The Wedding People and have also tried out the European trend of ‘Silent Book Club’. Do 
keep an eye on the school calendar for dates – all are welcome.

Many thanks to all of our School Librarians who have worked very hard in their break times 
supporting Mrs BHA to keep the library shelves stocked up and the library nice and clean and 
tidy.

Would like to kindly ask that any overdue library books still at home with students are returned 
before the end of the term please.

Wishing everyone a relaxing Summer break !

By Mrs Ben Haj Ali
Library Manager / Teacher & School Reading Lead
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Our Year 8 cohort has excelled this year, building con�dently on the 
strong foundations established in Year 7. The increase in homework 
and the greater challenge within lessons may have come as a surprise 
to some, but students have embraced every opportunity to develop 
a wide range of skills and continue making excellent progress.

This �nal term has particularly tested their resilience, and I am 
incredibly grateful for the positive, “can do” attitude shown during 
the transition to their new form groups. Change is not always easy, 
but the maturity and adaptability demonstrated by the cohort have 
been outstanding. Every decision has been made with students’ best 
interests at heart, and I am excited to see them continue to �ourish 
as they move into Year 9.

PROGRESS REPORTS

The latest set of Reviews is a testament to the hard work and progress 
students have made this term. They should be extremely proud of 
their achievements. I know that many productive and supportive 
conversations took place during our recent Parents’ Evening, made 
even more memorable by the challenge of hosting it during a Red 
Heat Warning!

LONGRIDGE TRIP

Our visit to Longridge in April, spread across three days, was 
undoubtedly one of the highlights of my year. Students worked 
alongside others within their House groups and embraced a range 
of exciting activities, including archery, axe throwing, climbing, crate 
stacking, and dragon boating. It was wonderful to see the cohort 
in a di�erent environment, where their exceptional behaviour, 
teamwork, encouragement, and willingness to challenge themselves 
were evident throughout.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

Year 8 students have continued to represent the school with pride 
across a wide range of extracurricular and enrichment activities. 
Congratulations to everyone involved in sports teams, rowing, 
Eco Club, and the many musical events this term. A particular 
congratulations goes to those who represented the school at the 
District Athletics Championships. Special recognition goes to Olivia 
R, Esme C, Fareed A, Duncan W, Oscar E, Ria J, Ava C, and Sky B, all of 
whom achieved a top-three �nish in their events. You should all be 
immensely proud of your accomplishments.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support with uniform, 
equipment, punctuality, and your child’s academic progress. Your 
support throughout the recent form group changes has also been 
greatly appreciated.

I hope you all enjoy a well-earned and restful summer 
break, with perhaps some slightly cooler temperatures! I 
look forward to welcoming everyone back in September 

as they begin the exciting journey of Year 9.

 
By Mrs C Roberts - Director of Learning Year 8 

I cannot quite believe that we have reached the end of 
another academic year. The next time I write a Voice article, 

we will already be looking ahead to GCSE options!
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This year has gone SO quickly and we feel very proud of how far Year 10 have 
come (and can’t believe how much they have grown and matured). It seems a 
very short time ago, that they were choosing their options.

YEAR 10 TEAM
Year 10 began with new teachers, new subjects for many and students were mixed with students 
they did not know for their option subjects. Back in September, they had never had a double lesson, 
were not sure how to revise and GCSE exams felt very distant.

This year, they have completed 3 days of work experience. The feedback was so positive, I was able 
to devote an entire assembly to it.

We have allocated Prefects, many of whom have started their roles: supporting in younger form 
groups, helping with displays, helping in PE clubs and the Retreat, supporting with Open Morning 
and tours, helping Year 8s during Transition Day. I have lots more plans to use them in September! 
We were slowed down a little by the mocks.

The mocks were long and of course we had some unscheduled school closures...However, the 
behaviour and conduct during the mock exam period was exemplary. I know Year 10 are all tired 
and ready for a break now.

40 of our Year 10s were able to take part in a healthy pizza making activity this week, run by Innovate 
(our school canteen) as a treat for their hard work. 

Mrs Flannery and I are looking at Prom venues next week; we know that Year 11 will FLY by!

Remember:  it is not complicated to do well at GCSE,  success is as simple as WHAR

	 Work Hard
		  Attend
			   Revise

Be safe and we will see you in September when the countdown begins!

Wishing you a restful and relaxing summer break

By Mrs Pendelbury and Mrs Flannery  - Director of Learning Y10









PE KS3/4 Sports awards Evening

The evening began with a fantastic montage of the ‘best bits’ 
from the past year, and Level 3 Sports Leaders Abbie Corrick 
and Lucy Pease opened the show. Mr Bradley then stepped 
in as compare, providing many laughs for the audience. 
Many awards were then given out for our winter and 
summer sports, including most improved player, managers 
player and club person of the year. The second half included 
the bigger awards sports awards celebrating the successes 
of many of our students. Well done to the following students 
who received the following awards: 

Year 7 Outstanding Commitment to GMS Sport: 
Summer Parrett & Ollie Goodacre

Year 8 Outstanding Commitment to GMS Sport: 
Amy Apletree & Fareed Asani 

KS3 Achiever: Isabella Rawlings & Miles Berry

KS3 Sports Leader: Lexi Flint

KS4 Sports Leader: Grace Puddephatt

Year 11 Sport Education Most Employable: Alice 
Farrow & Thomas Hawksworth

Team of the Year: Year 8 Boys Athletics Team Sports 
Personality of the Year Nominees:  Josie Bevins, Ella 
Laithwaite, Ava Harbinson, Isla Sutherland, Josh Urie, 
Mitch Whyte & Jack Morgan

Sports Personality of the Year Winner: Alexandra 
McGuinness & Aiden Allen

Thank you to the PE department for their support running 
the event. Thank you to Mr Bradley for comparing the event, 
Mrs Rooney for the programme/ literature and photography/ 
displays, Miss Russell and the House Band for their musical 
addition, Mrs Cadagon and the Food and Nutrition Team for 
support with the BBQ and the extra-curricular support we 
have received from others throughout the year. We couldn’t 
have done it without you.

By Miss G Muttitt

On Friday 10th July the PE department hosted their annual sports 
award evening. With over 200 awards to give out, it was set to be a 
fantastic evening celebrating many sporting successes throughout 
the last year. 

Congratulations to all our nominees for Sports personality of the 
Year 2026. It was a difficult decision with so many talented sports 
people to choose from, but this year it went to Alexandra McGuinesss 
& Aiden Allen.

Aiden Allen

Ava Harbinson

Isla Sutherland

Jack Morgan

Mitch Whyte

Alexandra 
McGuiness

Ella Laithwaite

Josie Bevins

Josh Urie
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Always a busy weekend in the rowing calendar 
with three regattas is three days. While 
tempting to race crews at multiple events we 
spread them out so no one raced more than 
twice. 

Marlow Spring regatta was an early start for our year 11 girls, 
arriving at 7:00 to compete in double sculls. Some great 
racing and Ivy Tompkins and Georgina Greening got the 
club to a good start winning the �nal by a couple of lengths. 
The year 9 girls were out in force after this in three quads 
and their �rst side by side regatta of the year. All the crews 
raced competitively in some tight races but did not make the 
�nals. The year 10 girls four raced up a year and had a strong 
performance coming second in their �nal. Then the year 10 
boys quad went one better to wing J15 4x+.

In the last division of the day. We had our 6th form girls 
racing in an adult fours event and they put up a very strong 
performance to come second in their �nal while the WJ15 
girls raced in the quads and came second. The year 11 girls 
however followed their early win in doubles to win the quads 
as well. At this point the weather broke, and the beautiful 
sunshine disappeared so the year 9 boys event was held in 
torrential rain and despite a strong performance from the A 
crew the �nals were cancelled due to the weather.

Sunday, it was the 6th form boys turn for an early start at 7:00 
at Dorney Lake. Wallingford Regatta is one of the high-pro�le 
regattas, with top class competition in all events.

In the heat, GMSBC had a false start which perhaps made 
them a little cautious on the next time and let , a very fast 
Shrewsbury four and Latymer Upper slip away early in the 
race. However, from 1000m they had broken away from the 
rest of the pack and started to close on Latymer. Third place 
was su�cient to see them in the �nal.

Having learnt a lesson from the semi, the boys went a lot 
harder over the �rst 750 and were lying in 5th place but only 
¾ length back from 2nd. They then attacked and their strong 
rhythm saw them inching through the �eld and with 500m 
to go they were in 2nd and continued to move ahead to earn 
a fantastic second place in a very strong �eld.

The year 11 boys raced in the afternoon and took an early 
lead in their heat and looked to be in a  commanding 
position, sadly one of the crew had been struggling with 
health issues and the race pushed him a bit too much. So 
despite qualifying for the �nal and looking favourites to win, 
it was decided to withdraw.

Monday morning saw Ethan Taylor at the lake at 7:00 as 
our �rst competitor at the Junior Sculling regatta. Ethan 
was keen to race in his single, following on from racing as 
part of the Thames Upriver regional team last weekend at 
Nottingham. We then had the remaining J15 boys in a coxed 
quad, followed by year 9 girls in a double and a quad.

This regatta, unlike Wallingford follows the more common 
format of a time trial followed by side-by-side �nals ranked 
from the time trial. This regatta was speci�cally created to 

give more racing opportunity at a national level to smaller 
sculling boats.

Following the tts the J15 4x+ (year 10 boys quad) the WJ14 2x 
and our WJ18 2xhad all progressed to �nals. 

The year 10 boys had an excellent race in their B �nal moving 
up one ranking from the time trial to �nish 9th overall in 
rankings, the year 9 girls struggled somewhat in their A �nal 
but had done well to be there. Our last race of the day was 
Elise Whyte and Kayla Shillito in WJ182x B �nal. They had a 
close race early in the proceedings but with 500m to go they 
were clearly moving away and led the race home if �ne form 
several seconds ahead of their nearest rival to win the race.

Not too many medals but some great performances on all 
days

By Mr F Murison

BEDFORD REGATTA

This weekend (11th May) was an annual favourite 
of Beford Regatta. This an old style Knock out 
competition with up to four races to win the final. 
Side by side over 1100m on the Ouse.

A slightly di�erent structure of AM and PM divisions meant 
for most a shorter day, but for  Georgina Greening and Lily 
Nickless this was not the case. They were in our Womens 
four ( open to all ages) at 10 o’clock, which was one of our 
closest races of the day. The opposition took an early length 
advantage, but this young crew did not lose their con�dence 
but competed �ercely. Over the rest of the course, they were 
eating away at the lead, despite being on the outside of the 
bend, and were gaining the whole time. An early Knock out 
for the girls but a great race. They then went on to race in our 
WJ16 4+ ( year 11 four), but having had little time in the crew 
to practice, lost in the semi-�nal 7 hours later.

Sadly , there were no year 9 crews as this con�icted with a 
Duke of Edinburgh weekend, so we just had year 10s and 
above present. The year 10 boys were also let down by 
equipment failure, putting an end to their campaign,

The two star crews were the WJ15 4+ ( year 10 girls four) and 
the J18 4x ( Sixth form boys quad). Both crews raced three 
rounds to reach the �nal and I received a number of very 
complementary remarks from opposing coaches on both 
their performances. Both crews raced very well in their �nals 
but lost to faster crews by about a length in both cases.

An excellent days racing and plenty of crews beaten , even if 
we did not bring back any silverwear.

NATIONAL SCHOOLS REGATTA 2026

As regular readers will know, this is the biggest of 
the Junior National Regattas. It is only eclipsed for 
Sixth Formers by Henley Regatta. Our headline 
performance this year is not as colourful as in 
recent past, with no medals. However, the two 

TRIO OF REGATTAS FOR GMSBC MAY BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND








