
Welcome to Year 11

Friday 4th September













Equipment

Get your pencil cases out now and check. 

You have until Monday to get anything sorted!

Equipment includes 

MATHS ITEMS!

You MUST HAVE a 

protractor, compasses, 

calculator, whiteboard 

pen!



Medical Room – from Mr Weller

• The medical room is available to support students with first aid, welfare and scheduled 

medications

• Headache – We have now brought in the 1-hour challenge for management of headaches. 

Students must follow the steps before medication is given.

• Medication – When a student requests medication a call home must be made to gain consent 

and obtain if any other medication has been taken prior to the school day (pre midday).

• Hydration – The medical room will not provide students with cups for water. 

• BRING A WATER BOTTLE TO REFILL!



Uniform

School Uniform & Equipment - Great Marlow School

https://gms.bucks.sch.uk/our-school/school-uniform-equipment/
https://gms.bucks.sch.uk/our-school/school-uniform-equipment/
https://gms.bucks.sch.uk/our-school/school-uniform-equipment/


• Not seen

• Not heard

• Not used

This is a location based 

policy - this means that 

whether you are on the 

school site at 8.10am or 

4.30pm, your phone 

cannot be seen, heard 

or used. 



There is no secret to success at GCSE..

What does WHAR stand for?





The Pod
• If you want to buy food at school, you can now use the 

pod!
• You can pay by card (do not use your phone)
• You queue in front of the pod.
• Don’t use the canteen now at all.
• You can still pay with a finger print too.





Support

This is it. Your 11 years of education so far have been leading to 
this point and to the next 8 months of your life. 

It will be challenging and there will be ups and downs. 

Make sure you seek support when you feel worried or stressed:
Your Tutor
Mrs Flannery
Mrs Pendlebury
Mrs Paul





Year 11- quiz questions

1. When do you have another set of mocks?
2. When do the real exams start?
3. How many weeks until October Half Term?
4. How long do you have off for October Half Term?
5. How many weeks until the next holiday? 
6. How long do you have off then? 
7. What is the next holiday after that one? 
8. Are there anymore holidays after that? 
9. How many school days do you have between now and when the GCSEs 

start? (Don’t include weekends or INSET days..)
10. When do you get your GCSE results?





More Key Dates
8th September: parent Year 11 info evening, 6pm – students do not need to come
21st October: Progress Reports published
22nd October: Year 11 trip to Westfield
2nd November: Year 11 school photos
4th November: GMS 6th form open evening
10th November: Parents’ evening
11th November: Careers fair in the hall and 6fc
2nd December: Mock Interview Day in the hall
11th January: mock exams start
24th February: Progress Reports published
25th February: Parents’ evening
7th May: Leavers’ Assembly
10th May: GCSE exams start



Results Day - 
• You will receive an email with your results at 8am.
• You can come in and collect a paper copy of your results from 

8am if you prefer.
• You make an appointment (like for parents’ evening) to enrol 

in the 6th form if you would like to stay at GMS.
• Other schools and colleges will have a similar procedure.

We want you to be happy and proud on results day and to be 
pleased with your next step, whatever plan that may be.





Entry Criteria
• This is what you need to be able to do a course.
• You have to meet certain requirements.
• At GMS, we have a certain amount of spaces for each course.
• If you do not meet the criteria, it is VERY unlikely for you to be 

able to do the course, even if you really want to!
• You must start looking at this document on the school 

website called 6th Form Prospectus (it is under 
“publications”)

Sixth Form Prospectus 2026-28.pdf

https://gms.bucks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Sixth-Form-Prospectus-2026-28.pdf
https://gms.bucks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Sixth-Form-Prospectus-2026-28.pdf
https://gms.bucks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Sixth-Form-Prospectus-2026-28.pdf


Entry Criteria

Sixth Form Enrolments August 2026 – Great Marlow School

https://gms.bucks.sch.uk/news/sixth-form-enrolments-august-2026/
https://gms.bucks.sch.uk/news/sixth-form-enrolments-august-2026/
https://gms.bucks.sch.uk/news/sixth-form-enrolments-august-2026/




















The Prom
• Thursday 24th June 2027 at Lillibrooke Manor, 

Maidenhead
• Cost around £59
• Letter will go out soon asking for a deposit to secure 

your place.
• Lillibrooke Manor | Barn Wedding Venue in Berkshire, 

Maidenhead
• It is a 15 minute drive from school.

https://lillibrookemanor.co.uk/
https://lillibrookemanor.co.uk/
https://lillibrookemanor.co.uk/
https://lillibrookemanor.co.uk/


Progress reports..
1. What does target grade mean?

2. Will I automatically get my target grade?

3. Can I get higher than my target grade?

1. This is a realistic target that has been calculated for individual 

subjects. It is based on attainment at earlier stages in your school 

career. Schools use software (called FFT) to generate this target.

2. No! It simply gives us an idea of where you should be aiming.
3. Absolutely. It depends on you.



What does PG mean?
• Your PREDICTED grade.

• Can it change? YES! Why?



Progress reports
• Your first Year 11 one will be published on 21st October.

• Why do you think this is so soon?

• Then parent and carer evening is on 10th November?

• Why is it so soon and why is it after your progress reports are published?

To see where we you are starting from, you need to now look BACK at your 

last Year 10 progress report…



Have a look 
at this 
example 
progress 
report…

Can you 
remember 
what the 
difference 
is between 
TARGET 
GRADE and 
PREDICTED 
GRADE?



The AFD Codes..



Now look at your ATL

Let’s remind ourselves of the criteria (next slide)

Note: if a teacher gave you a 3 or below, they will give you an area for 

development.





The AFD Codes..



There are different criteria that 

form tutors use:

Have a look at the next slide and READ the descriptors!





Now look at your ATL

Let’s remind ourselves of the criteria (next slide)

Note: if a teacher gave you a 3 or below, they will give you an area for 

development.



The AFD Codes..



Important Note..

Notice where your grades are tracking 
This will help you when you research your next steps,
Remember, you need: top choice, plan B, plan C





Options at the 
end of Year 11

6th Form

Further Education College

University Technical College

Apprenticeship



Post-16 Qualifications

LEVEL
3

A and AS Levels
International Baccalaureate
Open University Access Modules

T Levels
Vocational Level 3 - e.g. BTEC, OCR, 
City and Guilds, Diploma

Advanced Apprenticeship
NVQ Level 3

LEVEL
2

GCSE Grades 4- 9
Maths/English/IT Functional Skills 
courses

Transition Year (to get ready for T 
Levels and other voc quals)
Vocational qualifications - eg Level 2 -
BTEC Certificate/ Diploma, OCR/ City 
and Guilds

Intermediate Apprenticeship
NVQ Level 2

LEVEL
1

GCSE Grades 1- 3
Maths/English/IT Functional Skills 
courses

Vocational qualifications - eg Level 1 -
BTEC Certificate/ Diploma, OCR/ City 
and Guilds

NVQ Level 1

ENTRY LEVEL Entry Level

https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/a-and-as-levels
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/international-baccalaureate-only-offered-by-some-providers
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/open-university-access-modules
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/t-levels
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/apprenticeships
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/national-vocational-qualifications-nvqs
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/gcses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/gcses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/gcses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/maths-english-it-skills-courses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/maths-english-it-skills-courses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/t-levels
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/t-levels
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/apprenticeships
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/national-vocational-qualifications-nvqs
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/gcses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/gcses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/gcses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/maths-english-it-skills-courses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/maths-english-it-skills-courses
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/vocational-qualifications-e-g-btec-city-and-guilds-ocr-t-levels-diplomas
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/national-vocational-qualifications-nvqs
https://careerpilot.org.uk/course-types/entry-level




A Levels

You normally take 3 A Levels 

They are subject-based qualifications that can lead to 
university, further study, training, or work.

They’re usually assessed by a series of examinations.

You normally need 5 GCSEs at grades 4-9 and 6s in the 
subjects you wish to study



BTEC Nationals

These are available at Level 3 (similar standard to A levels).

Many of these are well regarded by universities, further education colleges, 
and employers. 

A BTEC National qualification can lead to employment, continuing study, 
or professional development programmes. 





Differences 
between           

A Level and 
BTEC

Teaching style

A Levels are academic courses similar to GCSEs while 
Btecs combine theory with practical work, directly 
applying the learning.

Assessment

A Levels are assessed mainly through external exams at 
the end of Year 13.

Btecs are assessed via regular coursework and projects as 
well as some external tests.

Practical experience

Automatically gain practical experience as part of the 
course.



Sixth Form 1) Stay at Great Marlow

You will need to meet the entry requirements

There will be an Open Evening on 4th November

2) Apply for another sixth form

Keep an eye on school websites for open evenings



GMS Sixth Form

Level 3 
qualifications: A Level BTEC T Level



Further Education College

Henley College Bucks College 
Group  

Windsor Forest 
Colleges 

Group

West Herts 
College

City of Oxford 
College



Apprenticeships
• An apprenticeship is a paid job where the employee learns and gains valuable experiences.

• Alongside on-the-job training, apprentices spend at least 20% of their working hours completing 
classroom-based learning with a college, university or training provider which leads to a nationally 
recognised qualification.

• An apprenticeship includes:

• paid employment with holiday leave

• hands-on-experience in a sector/role of interest

• at least 20% off-the-job training

• formal assessment which leads to a nationally recognised qualification





Find an 
Apprenticeship

• https://www.apprenticeships.gov
.uk/apprentices/browse-by-
interests

• Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk)

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-interests
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-interests
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-interests
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-interests
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-interests
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-interests
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-by-interests
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


How do you start?
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