
DRAMA LEARNING LADDER

The performing arts is a varied and diverse industry. Drama and Theatre 
A-level can be a good foundation to prepare you for employment in this 

�eld. Drama and theatre studies provides students with important skills, for 
example, the chance to work as part of a team to create drama; the chance 

to perform the work of others; the chance to independently research and 
study areas of interest.
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Teacher led practitioner workshops 

Create a piece of theatre based on 
an extract from a text using the 

techniques and working methods 
of either an in�uential theatre 

practitioner or a recognised theatre 
company. 

Produce a creative log, 
justifying decisions made 

during the process.

Participate in the creation and 
development of a piece of theatre 
based on a reinterpretation of the 

extract chosen for study.

Students create and lead workshops of 
their own to help them discover new 
and exciting ways to devise theatre.

Create a performance piece and 
creative log �nal examination. 

Post-1956: Students to select one to 
study at the beginning of Year 12.

Saved - Edward Bond
Accidental Death of an Anarchist - 

Dario Fo
 Racing Demon- David Hare

Love and Information - Caryl Churchill
Chimerica - Lucy Kirkwood

Section B
An essay question on the chosen set 

text from the pre-1956 list, 
demonstrating how the text can be 

adapted for a contemporary audience 
as actors, designers and directors is 

studied.

Section C
A question on the speci�ed extract 

from The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time exploring how the 
text can be performed in the theatre.

Pre-1956: Students to select one to study at 
the beginning of Year 12:

 The Trojan Women - Euripides
As You Like It - William Shakespeare

Hedda Gabler - Henrik Ibsen
Machinal - Sophie Treadwell

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof - Tennessee Williams

Students engage with a stimulus to create 
two pieces of live theatre: 

One devised piece using the working 
methods and techniques of either an 

in�uential theatre practitioner 
One extract from a text in a di�erent style 

to the devised piece.
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What you will learn in Year 13

Students will undertake their scripted 
performance examination alongside preparing 

for the three sections of their written examination. 

What you will learn in Year 12
In Year 12 students will build on their prior 

learning at GCSE level. The year will begin with 
workshop style lessons to expand knowledge 

on practitioners and theatrical working 
practices. Next is a mock devising unit, which 

involves devising a piece for performance 
inspired by a theatrical text and a written 

portfolio. Once completed, the skills learnt will 
be applied to their real component 

examination, which will be completed before 
the end of Year 12.
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